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Our Behaviour and Expectations Policy
Is based around our School Values and our RESPECT code.

Focuses on the positive with children being rewarded with House Points and Respect Tokens.

Children are awarded house points for learning completed in class. These will be awarded by the adults working 
with children in class. Children have their individual house point cards and work towards their Merit Badge (30 
house points), then Bronze (50 house points), Silver (100 house points) and Gold Award (150 house points). Any 
children who reach their Gold Award will have the opportunity to work towards their Platinum Award (250 house 
points). 

In Reception, children are not awarded house points but instead, children are able to move up the rocket. A child 
may move up the rocket for things such as completing some excellent learning in class, demonstrating the school 
RESPECT code, etc. 

Children are awarded RESPECT tokens for demonstrating our RESPECT code around school, such as at 
breaktimes and lunchtimes, etc, When children are awarded a RESPECT token they add them into their house 
team’s Perspex tube which is kept outside Mrs Robertson’s office. At the end of each half term, these tokens are 
then added up and the house team with the most points will receive an end of term treat such as an extra break 
times, etc. Children may also receive a RESPECT sticker for demonstrating our RESPECT code around school. 

Each week, Special Mentions Worship takes place on a Friday with class teachers nominating two pupils for 
going above and beyond in their learning or contributions to wider school life. 

If a child behaves inappropriately in school they will receive a reflection sheet to complete and spend up to 15 
minutes with a member of the school’s Leadership Team. 

If a child continues to behave inappropriately, parents will be contacted and a report card put in place.

For serious incidents a child will be suspended. 

Our Behaviour and Expectations and Anti-Bullying Policies can be found on our school website.  













} Termly Topics

Autumn Spring Summer
Science • Animals 

including 
Humans

• Rocks 
• Forces and 

magnets

• Light
• Plants

History Stone Age and 
Iron Age

Ancient Egypt Ancient Greece

Geography Counties and 
Cities of the 

UK

Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes

Settlements







In KS2, your child will have a minimum of four 30 minute ‘Teaching of Reading’ 
sessions per week. Reading is a priority in EVERY classroom in school; practice and 

provision is not just limited to these 30 minute slots, but throughout the curriculum 
subjects across the day too.

Each explicit Teaching of Reading session will focus on a particular element of the 
skills required to be a successful reader, all intertwined with a balance of 

independent/paired practice and teacher modelling.

The strategies and curriculum areas covered across the sequence will ensure all strands 
of the Scarborough Reading Rope (next slide) are included in our reading provision 
with the aim to have as many children as possible leave us in KS2 as skilled readers 

who are fluent in their execution, secure in their strategies to comprehend from a 
range of genres and enjoy reading for pleasure.





Session 1
Reading in the moment
The focus for this first session is for the teacher 
to introduce the text the children will be 
focusing on that week. They model fluent and 
expressive reading whilst stopping at key 
points in the extract to ‘Think Aloud’ and 
model their own thought processes as they 
read. Children are also questioned on their 
opinions, predictions, inferences and links to 
their own background knowledge relating to the 
text. Unfamiliar vocabulary is identified and 
discussed and children are given the 
opportunity to perform a supported first read 
too. 

Session 2
Vocabulary

The focus for the second session is to delve 
deeper into the vocabulary choices within the 

text. ‘Goldilocks words’ (words that are not too 
easy, not too hard, but just right) are selected 

and taught to the children explicitly. This 
process can include finding synonyms and 

antonyms, looking at the 
morphology/etymology of a word and having a 
go at using it in varying contexts.  These words 

are added to a visual Word Wall display in the 
classroom for children to reference and use 

within their written and oral language at a later 
date. Once again, children will have the 

opportunity to read the text in pairs or with 
their teacher in this session.  



Session 3
Fluency and Prosody
The importance of children reading with strong 
fluency cannot be underestimated. These sessions 
provide them with the opportunity to enhance their 
expression, phrasing, smoothness and pace when 
reading, making it enjoyable for a reader to listen to 
whilst also aiding comprehension by emphasising 
certain words or phrases intended to stand out by the 
author. Prosody takes this one step further: pupils are 
given the opportunity to rehearse sections of a text, 
focusing on volume, pauses, pitch and speed to read 
the text in a way they feel is necessary and relevant to 
the context. Strong teacher modelling takes place in 
all of these sessions and children are often tasked 
with text marking and analysing a performers use of 
strategies in their ’vocal toolbox’ when reading aloud.

Session 4
Return to the Text

After a week of guided practice, the purpose of 
this final session is for the children to have the 

opportunity to independently engage with a 
text, answering a range of questions linked to 
the question domains: Vocabulary, Inference, 

Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval, Summarising 
& Sequencing (VIPERS). Children are expected 
to apply their strategies in ‘In the Moment of 

Reading’, ‘Vocabulary Understanding’ and 
‘Fluency’ to a text. Preferences and opinions of 

a text are often discussed during this session 
too, providing children with the platform to 
build up their own personal bank of reading 

preferences across a range of genres, including 
poetry.  



When your child fully completes the Read Write Inc. phonics program in 
school (being secure in the grey books and all of the taught sounds) 

they will move onto Accelerated Reader. 

Accelerated Reader is a computer program that helps teachers manage 
and monitor children's independent reading practice. Your child picks a 

book at his/her own level and reads it at his/her own pace. When 
finished, your child can take a short quiz on the computer. (Passing the 

quiz is an indication that your child understood what was read.) 
Accelerated Reader gives both children and teachers feedback based on 

the quiz results, which the teacher then uses to help your child set 
targets and direct ongoing reading practice.



Teachers determine your child’s reading by conducting a STAR reading test each half 
term. STAR Reading is a computerised reading assessment that uses computer-adaptive 
technology. Questions continually adjust to your child's responses. If the child's 
response to a question is correct, the difficulty level of the next question is increased. If 
the child misses a question, the difficulty level of the next question is reduced. The test 
uses multiple-choice questions and takes approximately 20 minutes. This, alongside 
their own teacher assessment, will determine your child’s reading level. 

The STAR reading test will create a ZPD score for each child. In independent literature-
based reading, ZPD is the range of books that will challenge a child without causing 
frustration or loss of motivation. Your child will receive a ZPD range after taking the 
STAR Reading test, or teachers can use their best professional judgment to determine a 
ZPD. It is important for children to read with a high degree of comprehension and within 
their ZPDs. 



All books in school are colour coded in relation to their ZPD 
score or book level (see image aside). Children can select a 
book from anywhere within their ZPD level. For example, if a 
child’s ZPD score is 2.3-3.5, they may select appropriately-
levelled books from the orange, yellow, green and possibly 
the blue collections. Please note these book colours do not 
align with the previous book band colours used in school so 
do not worry if the colour of the book your child comes home 
with is different to those previously brought home.

Once your child has read the book with you, they have the 
option to take a quiz to test themselves on their 
comprehension. There are over 35,000 Accelerated Reader 
quizzes available, with more being written every month -
every book within the school Accelerated Reader stock is 
quizzed. The login details to take these quizzes can be found 
in your child’s reading record. Every book that has an 
Accelerated Reader Reading Practice Quiz is given a points 
value. Accelerated Reader points are computed based on the 
difficulty of the book and the length of the book (number of 
words). Children earn points, or a portion of a book's points, 
depending on how well they do on the Reading Practice Quiz 
and each term will have a target to reach. 



On the inside cover of each book, you will find a label containing lots of useful 
information. Below is a guide to what this information indicates:

Type in this number on the 
online platform (login details 

in the children’s reading 
record) to take the book-

related quiz and earn points.

The author of the 
book

The title of the book

The maximum number of 
points available when 
children complete the 

quiz.

The interest level attached 
to the book indicates age 
group appropriateness. 
Interest level is based on a 
book's content including 
theme, characterization, and 
plot. The interest levels are 
based on the 
recommendations of the 
publisher.



Children can, of course, still enjoy books together with you 
that sit outside of their ZPD level; however, when 
practicing their independent reading, it is very important 
to ensure that their books sit within their ZPD level to aid 
their progress in comprehension and fluency. 
The website below will help you when selecting or 
purchasing books outside of the school stock, as it can 
quickly tell you what book level it is along with the quiz 
number and interest level.

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/default.aspx

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/default.aspx


Ø VIPERS form much of the focus for 
our questioning within reading 
lessons and are skills that the 
children develop more and more 
each year they are at school.

Ø Pupils will focus on one particular 
skill each lesson and apply it to a 
variety of text types across the 
year.

Ø Question stems for parents to use 
when listening to their children 
read can be found on the school 
website.



Ø Reading should be done each day – please make a note in 
your child’s reading record when you they have read with you 
or initial the diary if your child writes their own comment.

Ø We encourage a minimum of three entries per week. All 
children who read three times in a week will be awarded a 
house point.



} Later on in the Autumn 
Term, we will begin our 6 
Book Reading Challenge. 
Your child may come home 
with a selected challenge 
book to read with you.

} The level of these books 
may be slightly above your 
child’s reading ability but 
they are there to be enjoyed 
and read together.



Children should come to school in their indoor kits on Wednesdays and 
outdoor games kits on Friday:

} Indoor kit : Dark shorts with white or house colour t-shirt. Jogging 
trousers (which can be removed for PE) can be worn over the top of 
shorts.

} Outdoor kit : Dark tracksuit/jogging bottoms, white t-shirt/house colour 
t-shirt, house colour hoodie for outdoor games and trainers

} All long hair must be tied back.
} NO FOOTBALL SHIRTS. 
Ø No earrings are permitted on P.E days
Ø Every other Wednesday, half a class will have Forest school with Mrs 

Beddows and should wear appropriate attire (further details will follow 
with regards to dates and groups)

Ø We will also attend swimming lessons in the Spring term ( More details 
to follow nearer the time)

Ø If the weather is due to be warm, children are welcome to come to school in their P.E 
shorts. 



Home Learning is provided to consolidate classroom learning. 

From this week, children will be provided with a home learning book for 
English and Maths. 

} Home Learning will be set on Friday and is due in the by the following 
Wednesday. 

} Children will receive Maths, English/SPaG and spellings to learn each week 
– they will be tested on their spellings on a Thursday or Friday. 

} Spellings are set on Spelling Shed and times tables are set on Times Tables 
Rockstars. Please see the following slides explaining how to log onto this 
software.

} The year 3 times tables to focus on this year are the 3s, 4s and 8s along 
with consolidating the 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s. 

} A QR code enabling access to J2launch, numbots, TTrockstars and spelling 
shed will be issued to each child and can be found on the cover of your 
child’s reading diaries.(more details on next slide)



} Children can now access all of the above platforms from home 
using a single QR code.  This means they will no longer need 
individual user names and passwords for each platform. 

} To sign in type  www.wonde.com in your toolbar

} Select log in

} Select pupil log in

} Select       ( allow camera access)
} Show QR code to camera Select the platform of choice by clicking 

on the relevant icon 

Please let your child’s  teacher know if you 
have any difficulties signing on.

http://www.wonde.com/


} Children use their unique QR code to sign in via Wonde.com
(this means they won’t need to remember passwords)

} Click‘play’ on the Spelling Shed tab.
Click here to play 
games based on the 
current week’s 
assigned word list. 
There will be 10 words 
to learn here each 
week and they will 
update each Friday.

Click here to 
play a ‘boggle 
style’ word 
game.

Children will 
earn honey 
and trophies 
the more they 
access the 
spellings.

Printable word lists will also be shared to your 
child’s BGfL weekly. 



} Children use their unique QR code to sign in via Wonde.com
(this means they won’t need to remember passwords)

Click here to play 
against the clock 
times tables games. 
Scroll down to 
garage and press 
play. This shows any 

current battles 
with other classes 
and their duration.

This shows our 
whole school 
position in 
Lichfield.



J2launch is the school Learning Platform where children and teachers 
can upload and share work along with communicate safely with each 

other. It was previously known as BGfL. This will now be primarily used 
for computing lessons.

} Children can now login via the Wonde website   
logging in as a student using their QR code ( see previous page for 

full instructions)
Ø Select J2launch

Ø Then select the required tile from the J2launch selection

.



Dates for your diary:

• Stone Age school trip* - Monday 10th October

• Library visit – 3M : Thursday 3rd November
3D : Thursday 10th November

We welcome volunteers to join us on these trips.
please advise your class teacher if you would like to 

help.

*(Please note that due to limited availability on the coach, 
we will require some volunteers to make their own way to 
the Cannock Chase for our stone age experience day)



Questions or Concerns

In the event you have any questions or concerns please contact 
your child’s class teacher in the first instance.

Other contacts:
} Mrs Culverwell (Assistant Head KS2)

} Mrs Robertson (Head Teacher)

We hope you have found this presentation useful

Other information, including the curriculum overviews and 
reading prompts, can be found on the St. Michael’s School 

website.
http://www.st-michaels-lichfield.staffs.sch.uk/

http://www.st-michaels-lichfield.staffs.sch.uk/

